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Carolin Liebl + Nikolas Schmid-Pfahler

Vincent and Emily

K

3O O R or Dt imk B

;

B,
7

\

ok O Ol

R+ Tff
[ANTUNAL]S

Ca

LCW

OHES re

o

94l

,FT

AV REAL—ay

Installation

SIAF2020(c g FE 72 572 (Vincent and Emily) 20184 / Vincent and Emily was scheduled to be exhibited at SIAF2020, 2018
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“Itisa"display” of air, inviting you to insert

your own ideas about what their emotions are.”

We wanted to show Vincent and Emily, a robotic couple. They
are programmed to find each other. Although they cannot move
around by themselves, they can rotate their heads through 360
degrees making use of the sensors they are equipped with.
Like our human abilities, their sensors are not always perfect.
They are continually distracted by things that surround them.
Consequently, they cannot fulfill the purpose that we gave them.
Our intention was to let this couple be very open, to exhibit a
simple way of showing “coming towards or going away from
each other” using only gestures in the manner of a theatrical
performance. Each of the bodies consists of only three very thin
metallic sticks, so you can look right through them. It is a “display”
of air, inviting you to insert your own ideas about what their
emotions are.

Because there are two of them, it seems they are able to interact
with each other as beings. If they are coming together, they
resemble a couple that focuses on each other displaying mutual
attention and love. But if they don’t do this at the same time, there
is often the idea that one robot is perhaps jealous or angry at the
other and is therefore paying attention to the human instead.

This work is the third version of Vincent and Emily we have made,
following the first in 2012, and the second in 2013. In this version
the robots are now taller than people. So when they are up in an
elevated position, they can only look at each other, but if they
come down, they can purposefully come towards you.

Sapporo Art Park
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Carolin Liebl +
Nikolas Schmid-Pfahler

Liebl, born in 1989 and Schmid-Pfahler, born in
1987 in Germany, have collaborated as an artist
duo since 2012. Their works are often sculptural,
partly kinetic, or robotic, sometimes taking the
form of installations, and deal with the effects of
technical developments on aesthetic and social
aspects of human and non-human life.
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Watch the video interview.
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