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of the city to breathe new air.”

A huge heated pool where snow is collected and melted can be
found in the underground of the bus terminal at the north exit of
Sapporo Station. An invisible organ of the city was functioning
there. Although it has the capacity to process 285 10-ton trucks’
worth of snow in one day, it has only been in operation a few
times over the past few years.

The scope of human life has been narrowed, and while we cannot
do things the same way as before, we are gradually developing
a new style of behavior based on new senses. The environment
of this planet is now changing beyond human recognition, as
with climate change and global warming. In Hokkaido, we saw
pools where snow didn’t melt and drift ice that shrank year after
year. The COVID-19 is also an event that cannot be predicted by
humans, and it comes suddenly regardless of our situation. The
ecological uniqueness exists in the moment. The most primordial
uniqueness for us organisms is when the atmosphere of the earth
becomes unstable and fluid due to photosynthesis, an oxygen
atmosphere is formed, animals begin to breathe the air in their
lungs, and the place of life is shifted from the sea to the land. The
oceans, which had been a place for the circulation of life until
then, suddenly opened up, and a new ecosystem of life spread
into the atmosphere by breathing the air.

As the oceans opened up to eat the air, giving birth to a
new ecosystem, let us eat the unstable air generated by this
uniqueness of our time and re-evaluate the world in which we live
on the premise of our relationship with various invisible events.
Like the echoes of seals in the sea, we can perceive the distant
world and live in a sense of distance from our neighbors. For a
sacred ecology is full of tolerance while allowing the possibility of
death coming closer.
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Yoichi Kamimura

Born in 1982 in Chiba Prefecture. Exploring ways of perceiving landscapes
visually and auditorily, he approaches environments around the world mainly
with field recordings. Based on the materials and concepts he obtains at those
locations, he creates installations, paintings, sound performances and music,
which are presented both in Japan and abroad. He considers field recording
as “meditative hunting” and investigates ambiguous relationships between
humanity and nature.

Takehito Koganezawa

Born in 1974 in Tokyo. After graduating from Musashino Art University, he was
active in Berlin, Germany. He has participated in a wide range of exhibitions
in Japan and abroad, starting with video art, installations and performances
since 2018 while based in Tokyo. He produces a unique space employing the
movement of lights.
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Watch the video interview.
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