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Video Installation
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Hokkaido Museum of Modern Art

“ Yet some things remained although
their forms had changed.”

| was researching the “Hanaoka Incident” that happened during the Pacific War.
To give you an idea of what it was about, Chinese people were forcibly taken to
the town of Hanaoka in Akita Prefecture to work at a mine. One day, they rose up
to protest poor working conditions and abusive behavior. As a result, they were
suppressed and a number of Chinese people died. | was going to show a video
based on this incident.

| researched and photographed the site, even though almost nothing was left
around that time. The only thing that remained was the man-made “Hanaoka
River,” which had been maintained by Chinese workers. | was very worried about
photographing the scenes and things there, because | can capture only what is
there at that moment. However, | thought the fact | could only capture the present
time and landscape would simultaneously remind me of memories of past days
and bring up an invisible presence. That’s how | came up with the idea.

Yet some things remained by changing their forms. There was a dam in front
of the Chuzanryo dormitory where Chinese people slept. The dam originally
dumped slag from the ore. After the incident, the bodies of the Chinese victims
were buried on the slag. A recycling factory has since been built in front of the
dam. Trash from the factory is piled up. | considered developing this place as the
center of my work because it symbolizes the complex and multilayered history
of Hanaoka.

(&IZBET) 20194 / Missing, 2019

THEH

19944, BEFRBEAEE N, AAMEMAREE, BE. XK
REMRFERFIEHFRRIEF P, BLER T 2RAR
DERCEORAIRLEFE. LhEFOREL. MEICHE
EINLEYIECL-TEEECBGRI L IREELE I
%, TAERIC TMEDIA PRACTICE 18-19) (BRIETf
REHEEK M, 2020%F) BELDH B,

Shinya Yoshida

Born in 1994 in Aomori Prefecture. Graduated from Akita
University of Art. Currently he is studying at the Graduate
School of Film and New Media, Tokyo University of the
Arts. He creates video works that allow viewers to imagine
the indigenous memories of an invisible existence lurking
in the background of a series of static landscapes through
a uniquely constructed narrative. He exhibited at “Media
Practice 18-19” (in 2020 on the Yokohama campus of the
Tokyo University of the Arts), among other activities.
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Watch the video interview.




