biEE LA ENMEE Hokkaido Museum of Modern Art

CHhHE (CHrbEFERIE)

Replica
Mukawa Dinosaur (Kamuysaurus japonicus) from Hobetsu, Mukawa Town
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A life-size replica of restored skeleton of Mukawa dinosaur (Kamuysaurus japonicus) was scheduled to be exhibited at SIAF2020. Kazuhiko Sakurai, Director of the Hobetsu Museum, Mukawa Town.

It is 8 meters long and 4 meters high, created by a crowdfunding project and based on real fossils.
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“ Eventually, fossils were found in about 80%
of the body, which is rare for a well-preserved
dinosaur skeleton of this size in Japan.”
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The item we planned to exhibit this time was a life-size replica
of a restored skeleton of the Mukawa dinosaur. This is a plant-
eating dinosaur thought to have lived along the coast of the
Eurasian continent about 72 million years ago. Its body was
carried out to sea and sank to the ocean floor, which today is
the Hobetsu district of Mukawa Town. The dinosaur was first
discovered in 2003 by fossil collector Yoshiyuki Hotta in the
mountains of Hobetsu. An investigation was conducted, and the

fossils were confirmed as part of a dinosaur. In 2013, Hobetsu CHDBOERYALY—7, EYILANDORR) TlE%L BRATTICRM & B L TR
Museum and the Hokkaido University Museum collaborated to Lo

. . A life-size fossilized skeleton relief of the Mukawa dinosaur, not molded from real fossils but
begm full—fledged excavations. made by shaping the material based on photographs.

Excavation and cleaning were done in tandem for several
years. Eventually, fossils were found in about 80% of the body,
which is rare for a well-preserved dinosaur skeleton of this
size in Japan. In 2019, it was recognized as a new genus and
species and named Kamuysaurus japonicus (meaning Japanese
dinosaur god). The word “Kamuy” means god in the language
of the indigenous Ainu people. For SIAF2020, we planned to
exhibit replicas of more than 200 fossils, each made by molding
a replica of a reinforced plastic skeleton. To be honest, | was
surprised because | was aware that it was a subject for the
natural sciences. However, | understood that replicas are works

of art, because they are based on real fossils and were created
Ay T S £ 555 S\ DB BRI e 3 \B, BITICIE, BB S AR \ .
CHHEIETE, 97,2005 FD1—7 Y 7 RKERFEOKRTF, UhbERBEMAICERL TV EEEILNTWS, BITICE, LROEBOEYDBEIELDOTWD by human hands and ideas.

Life reconstruction of the Mukawa dinosaurs, as seen in coastal Eurasia 72 million years ago. The Mukawa dinosaurs are thought to have lived near the coast.
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The Mukawa dinosaur is very important for the town of Mukawa
today and of great scientific significance. When the Hokkaido
Eastern Iburi Earthquake occurred in 2018, Mukawa was severely N
damaged. This museum was also greatly shaken. Fortunately, CHOEORHE (HBO—). 2003FCRYICRRENLLS

the fossils inside survived unscathed. Mukawa dinosaur, which The fossilized caudal vertebra of the Mukawa dinosaur (part of the spine), part of which was
overcame 72 million years to rise from the dead and survived the first discoveredin 2003

earthquake, is regarded as a symbol of recovery from disaster

and is now doing its best to restore and reconstruct the town.

The remains of sea creatures from that time lie at their feet.
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Kazuhiko Sakurai,
Director of the Hobetsu Museum, Mukawa Town
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Hobetsu Museum, Mukawa Town
Address: 80-6 Hobetsu, Mukawa-cho, Yufutsu-gun, Hokkaido
Open hours: 9:30-17:00 (Last admission: 16:30)
*The life-size replica of the restored skeleton of the Mukawa dinosaur is
not among the museum’s permanent exhibition.
http://www.town.mukawa.lg.jp/1908.htm
BREDOCH7HDE (mold), Y YAYTATEYLADEEDELEZDD, %
CHOOBETE, 197, 2005 FHOBOKT. COLICHIDRERBBARSINCLELEEXDN TV, AECIILRFOEY L EINTLD COREICFRP (G&ILTIRF ) £#RLTLT VD EFRT S
Reconstruction of the Mukawa dinosaur. The ocean as it appeared 72 million years ago. As you can see, the Mukawa dinosaur is thought to have been swept away into the sea. A mold for making a replica. A mold of a real fossil made of silicon rubber. AV A a—BE IS HD
Creatures from that time are shown around the dinosaur. This mold is filled with reinforced plastic (FRP) to create a replica. Watch the video interview.

BA=HBEHTEY R— I IMRRR (LiBEREREEYDE)
Support: Gobi Support Japan Co., Ltd. / Yoshitsugu Kobayashi, the Hokkaido University Museum



