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Installation “ This time, our project is using the
tonkori sound, but it could also be
human voices or Ainu words.”

FF+ /85 )L =F OKI+Pawel Janicki

AINU ASSET

As a musician, | work to promote the tonkori, a
Karafuto (Sakhalin) Ainu string instrument, as
part of my lifework. This time, | was collaborating
with Pawel Janicki. He sent me some software
programs that contained tonkori sounds | had
played. When | approach or touch the computer
screen, it responds with the sound of the tonkori.
Moreover, anyone can play it by downloading the
software. It's not only fun to see or hear, but you
can enjoy touching it like a musical instrument.

Actually, the first version that Pawel sent me
didn’t seem to be my tonkori sound. | asked him
to make it somewhere between a much modified
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tonkori and a raw one. In reply, Pawel suggested
that | download and arrange the sound myself. I'm
not good at using the software yet, but because
| know the tonkori well enough, | may be able to
arrange it in a way that would make the best use
of the actual live sound. This time, our project
is using the tonkori sound, but it could also be
human voices or Ainu words. If | could exhibit
this in Moerenuma Park, it might be interesting to
transmit the Ainu language in the exhibition space.
After | heard about the art festival’s cancellation
and learned that | couldn't realize it, ideas for the
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Screen shots from the AINU ASSET demonstration video
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project have kept coming to me.
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https://siaf.jp/siaf2020/news/artist/pawel-janicki/

OKI

Born in 1957 in Kanagawa Prefecture. His ancestors are
Ainu from around the Ishikari River. He is a creator and
performer of the “tonkori” traditional stringed instrument of
the Karafuto Ainu. He has been developing a unique style
with an innovative sound based on Ainu tradition. He leads
the OKI DUB AINU BAND that has performed at various
festivals around the world. As the head of the Chikar Studio
music label, he also produces Umeko Ando and Marewrew,
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Watch the video interview.




