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Installation

Niklas Roy + Kati Hyyppa

Yukikaki Research Station
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Initial concept drawings for a snow-related installation called Semi-automatic clear-ice prism-extruder.

It is placed under a roof and transforms snow into prisms of clear ice.
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Sapporo Art Park
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Artwork for SIAF2020: Yukikaki Research Station. Installation view at the Sapporo Tenjinyama Art Studio.
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Production process of the Yukikaki Research Station
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Preparing the connection triangles in the studio
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Gluing a magnet sensor into place at the top rotor
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The structure of the installation is built out of snow poles and triangular sheet material
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Assembling the control computer of the installation

“ There are so many different yukikaki snow
shovels that you cannot imagine ”

Kati: Sapporo is well known for amazing winters and the big
Snow Festival. We thought that it would be really interesting to
create some kind of machine that is also an interactive installation
and uses snow and ice as materials.

Niklas: We thought we could build something outdoors that
would be operated by visitors. When we went to Sapporo for
the research residency at the Sapporo Tenjinyama Art Studio in
February 2020, | was a bit surprised because it was warmer than
| expected. We also realized there was something we have not
seen before: so many different yukikaki snow shovels that you
cannot imagine and of an overwhelming variety, one for wet snow,
the other for dry snow. There are also ones for kids and for adults.

Kati: There are also some cones and long sticks that mark areas
where snow might fall.

Niklas: However, there was not much snow and we thought what
will happen to all this snow equipment? That was the point where
we changed our plans and decided to build the Yukikaki Research
Station, somewhat like a DIY scientific station. It has three wind
turbines built in, two yukikaki turbines and one small turbine on
top, which is like a toy for forming snowballs.

Kati: Each turbine has actually a magnetic sensor that measures
how fast it rotates. And there is a little microcontroller built in the
installation, which records that data.

Niklas: And the visitors would have been able to log in to the
research station with their smartphones and see how well the
turbines performed over the course of the last 12 hours.

Kati: We have made a large-scale installation with a bit of
a DIY approach, using existing materials and trying to find
alternative scenarios and ways how we can continue to live in our
environments. In this sense, we are also perhaps returning to our
roots, when we were more directly connected to nature.

AV DENEL—EEHER

Preparing the main yukikaki turbine
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The finished main turbine made out of kids’ yukikaki snow shovels with wheelbarrow wheels as bearings

Sapporo Art Park
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Niklas Roy + Kati Hyyppa

Roy, born in 1974 in Germany, and Hyypp4, born in 1976 in
Finland. Both live and work in Germany. As an artist and
educator, Roy explores science and technology with a hands-
on DIY approach. His works take the form of installations,
objects, and ideas. Hyyppa works at the intersection of
art and technology, exploring different media. Her artistic
practice is rooted in materiality and handicrafts.
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Watch the video interview.
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