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Tapestry “ | was thinking of making a
24 MIVKTE wall hanging out of the original
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Title undecided Ainu textiles.

| was born in Hokkaido, and | create things based
on being an Ainu. Initially, | restored kimono
with Ainu patterns, then shifting to creating wall
hangings (tapestries). The first hanging | made
was in 1987. Although my work at that time was a
traditional Ainu pattern, | am now making ones with
images of the natural world, such as scenes with a
flying owl, a forest in Hokkaido and a tree spirit.

In times when fabric was unavailable, the Ainu
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Exhibition Catalogues and DVD of “Ainu: Spirit of a Northern People” at the National Museum of Natural History,
Smithsonian Institution, Washington D. C. in the United States in 1999.

produced kimonos by weaving the bark of trees.
| was given a piece of Atsushi-ori fabric woven
from the bark of a tall Manchurian elm more
than 25 years ago. | hadn’t been able to use
it because it was so valuable, however, | was
thinking of making a wall hanging out of it for this
art festival. The art festival’s theme suggests that
the original Ainu textiles would be a good choice.
Another piece | was thinking of exhibiting was a
wall hanging, which was presented at the “Ainu:
Spirit of a Northern People” exhibition held in the
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian
Institution (in Washington D.C.). That work
expresses the soul of the Ainu.

| create works in my house in Otaru, facing Ishikari
Bay, where | can view a variety of scenes, such as
the sea and Mount Shokanbetsu on the other side
of the bay, also, morning glow and sunset, starry
skies and moonlit skies. There is a forest behind
the house, and | often go on walks when | get -

stuck in my thoughts. Living here and being rooted HE P27 R (Spirit of the Ainu) 19984

Spirit of the Ainu (1998) was to be exhibited at SIAF2020.
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Atsushi-ori fabric that was to be used for a new work for SIAF2020.
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here are essential for my work, as my theme is the
natural world.
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Noriko Kawamura

Born in 1947 in Hokkaido. Since the 1980s, she has been
creating traditional Ainu clothing and deepening her
understanding of the essence of Ainu people and their
handworks. She developed an impressive tapestry that
exudes a sense of liveliness in subdued colors. Her
representative piece, Spirit of the Ainu (1998), was exhibited
at the National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington D.C. in the United States in 1999.
She’s been ambitious with her creations since then.
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Watch the video interview.
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