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Watch the video interview.
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“ This very strong light is wandering and hovering over the icy landscape,
repeatedly hiding and re-appearing to present the illuminated terrain underneath.”

| was planning to show a new video piece titled Towards
No Earthly Pole. This work has been developed over the
last three years and aims to explore the inherent and
specific qualities of the polar region within a contemporary
framework. This 104-minute long movie is shown in a
super-wide panoramic 32:10 aspect ratio. The footage was
shot with two drones following each other through the
darkness of the Arctic night - one equipped with a very
strong spotlight and the other one with a camera. This
very strong light is wandering and hovering over the icy
landscape, repeatedly hiding and re-appearing to present
the illuminated terrain underneath. It seems like the drones
are developing the otherwise hidden landscape almost
like an analog film in the darkroom. The camera movement
develops very slowly while at the same time the shadows
pass very quickly due to the moving light source. It makes
you lose any sense of space, time and scale. This film is a
demanding piece for the audience because of its duration
and the movement of the images slowed down beyond the
used to limits of the medium.

Towards No Earthly Pole was planned to be shown in the snow
storage in Moerenuma Park, a huge concrete structure which
as a negative space captures the presence of the absence of
the snow. | was very much looking forward to the interesting
dialogue created between the space and the piece.

The film questions our relationship with these particular
landscapes and how our means of representation fail to
adapt to their fast changing realities. As a matter of fact the
polar regions tend to change more rapidly than our collective
memory is able to record.

Geographically the actual video footage was taken from very
different places that nevertheless are very similar in terms of
their appearance and haptics. We perceive these landscapes
as a unity that one could call the collective imaginative space
or collective common space of the icy world. | captured
these different moments in the High Arctic, particularly in
Greenland and Iceland, as well as in Switzerland, and France.
Then, | layered the video creating a sort of digital diorama.
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Julian Charriére

Born 1987 in Switzerland. Lives and works in Germany.
His work bridges the realms of environmental science and
cultural history. Through various media - spanning across
performance, sculpture, photography and video work, the
projects often stem from fieldwork in remote locations with
specific geophysical identities such as volcanoes, icefields,
and radioactive sites.
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Exhibition image (top) and plan (bottom) for SIAF2020 at the snow
storage in Moerenuma Park. The video was to be projected on the
right side wall so that the three pillars would not block the view.




