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nTon, as seen at the performance in Belfort, France in 2017, was planned to be presented at SIAF2020.
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Sound Installation
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4 segments. torsion motors deformation
consisting of 30 air chambers located between the segments
assembled into a ring
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Sound-movement relation of nTon.

“ For mTon, the idea was to synthesize a human voice
from electronic elements without prior analysis”

Imagine a snakelike 20-meter-long tubular creature that moves in space by means
of contraction and dilatation. Around it, four human beings stand. Each carries a
loudspeaker perched on the end of a pole. These loudspeakers disseminate vocal
rituals. For us, this project constitutes a new stage in the research that we have
been pursuing for the past twenty years on the relationship between movement
and sound.

This creature was born out of our extensive research on the elasticity of materials.
It is also the result of a succession of experiments performed and prototypes
built in the workshop with the aim of discovering how to set a body in motion
using a single impulse or a very simple supply of energy, as well as to find out
how a structure can deform in totally unpredictable ways in response to sound of
a large amplitude, and to investigate its ability to produce information in real time
that can be used to control a musical work. For nTon, the idea was to synthesize a
human voice from electronic elements without prior analysis in order to discover
an electronic plasticity approaching that of the human voice, to imagine a kind of
tribe of people who perform ritual chanting, and to create an interactive system.
We track all the movements of the creature, then the computer uses the values
obtained to synthesize voices and also to assemble these voices in the shapes of
songs, organizing them in both time and space.

captation of the movements
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acceleration —= musical creation
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speed of rotation —= musical creation

treatment diffusion of the musical creation
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Cod.Act
(André Décosterd + Michel Décosterd)

The artist duo founded in 1997 by the Décosterd brothers
based in Switzerland. André, born in 1967, is a musician
and composer specialized in computer programming for
musical applications and composition systems, particularly
in algorithmic composition. Michel, born in 1969, is a plastic
artist. He focuses his researches on the machine and
particularly on the movement. Invents and builds kinetic
sculptures.
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Watch the video interview.




