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Moerenuma Park Ski Resort
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Plan for SIAF2020. The plan is to name each area of Moerenuma Park and make the whole area look like a ski resort.
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SNOW PLAYROOM, 2018. Skis made in a workshop held at the Hakkoda Maru Plaza, Aomori.
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Tohru Nakazaki

Born 1976 in Ibaraki Prefecture. Lives and works in Ibaraki.
Artist. His wide-ranging, multimedia practice encompasses
performance, video, and installation. He spurs defined forms
in favor of loose and intuitive approaches exploring the
dissonance within words, images, and other commonalities.
In late 2006, he formed the group Nadegata Instant Party as
another aspect of his practice. From 2011, he has also been in
charge of the art direction for Project FUKUSHIMA!
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Watch the video interview.

£ZDETLBAE / Winter scene of Moerenuma Park.

Moerenuma Park

“ |want to turn Moerenuma Park
into a ski resort in winter!”

| have a great fascination with the history of
skiing. When | participated in SIAF2017, | exhibited
skis and other materials related to the history of
Sapporo and skiing, at the Sapporo Odori 500-m
Underground Walkway Gallery under the title
“Tracing Snow Tracks.” In the course of my
research, | became interested in the process of
making skis by hand and the history of overcoming
the troublesome existence of snow to serve as an
ally for humans while they enjoy themselves. This
time, as a practical version of the project, | started
with the idea of turning Moerenuma Park into a ski
resort in winter.

In the park, we can see people are skiing and
sledding on the mountain in the park in winter.
| was going to build objects of lifts on the slope
to create a landscape that resembles a ski resort
and then layer another work over them. In the
past, | have incorporated excerpts from interviews
in my installations to tell the story of the place
in my own works, but this time | was thinking of
quoting Isamu Noguchi and delving into the ideas
contained in Moerenuma Park.

In preparation, | was in the process of contacting
people who make handmade skis. As | continued
my research after the last SIAF edition, | was
really interested in how people in Hokkaido have
been “hacking” their way through places closed
off by the snow. | think “living here” is about how
to create comfort within certain conditions while
relating to a place. It also gave me a chance to re-
think the place | live in. | think it is a very good
theme.
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