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Shuya Abe

E7A-7—k
Video Art

Total Solar Eclipse (2006), which was to be exhibited at SIAF2020. This work was conceived and produced

DEEDHHEEL T M IDIERHIDEEBTED 5 by the artist who was a long-term collaborator of Nam June Paik (1932-2006), known as “the father of video

art.” The piece was meant for Paik, but due to his death in January 2006 when the work was almost ready,
it was released under Abe’s name after completion. This work is inspired by Paik’s works and represents a

total solar eclipse on a cathode-ray tube by modifying an old monochrome television.
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“ However, he never saw the work.”

| went to New York three months before Nam June Paik died. | told
him | would complete the work and bring it to him in six months. That
was about mid-November. However, he never saw the work. Because
he died at the end of January.

There is a work by Nam June titled Moon is the oldest TV (1965),
in which several cathode-ray tube (CRT) televisions are lined up to
show somewhat like the phases of the moon. He modified the internal
structure of the TV sets to deform the images and make them look
like the moon. | was inspired and created Total Solar Eclipse based on
the part corresponding to the new moon.

The first time | met Nam June was in 1963. We created a robot
and another device that distorted TV images (which was another
inspiration for this work). After that, we exchanged letters, and in
1969, he came to me with drawings, saying he wanted to make a
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(EEBEEAR) E&ETE / Design drawing for Total Solar Eclipse by Shuya Abe

synthesizer. That was the Paik- Abe Video Synthesizer (1969/1972).

As contemporary artworks that use electronics, like Nam June’s,
have a short life span, you have to maintain such works properly.
Particularly for works that use computers, if you turn them on once
every six months and turn them off after about an hour, they will still
work after ten years. If you don’t do that, they will stop working by
the third or fourth year because the memory chips in devices may
corrupt. Still, as they have a limited life span, it's better to document
them with photographs or video. | think it’s better to leave a few words
on how they work and the impression you get when they work. When
you finally run out of spare parts, you can keep them alive using a new
medium. There’s no need to search for old materials from fifty years
ago. What you want to show is not what is outside, but what is inside.
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Shuya Abe

Born 1932 in Miyagi Prefecture. In 1963, he was introduced
to Nam June Paik by Hideo Uchida, who is known for the
invention of the transistor. Since then, he provided technical
support in the creation of Paik’s artworks, including Robot
K-456, Participation TV and Paik-Abe Video Synthesizer.

During Paik’s lifetime and since his death, Abe has maintained
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and improved Park’s works, especially those created in the
1960s and 70s.
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Operation instruction of Total Solar Eclipse by Shuya Abe

(2019 version)

Design drawing for Total Solar Eclipse by Shuya Abe
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Watch the video interview. E
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Machiko Kusahara’s personal collection



