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Christa Sommerer + Laurent Mignonneau

Homo Insectus / A-Volve
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“ Observing insects is basically observing ourselves,
we see that even tiny beings can have the power to
change everything.”

The original plan was to show A-Volve, an interactive installation that was shown
in Japan in 1995. We planned to create a new updated version. The A-Volve
system was born of an idea of an artificial living system. Inside of a pool filled
with water, you see some jellyfish-type forms that people create by themselves
when they draw on a touchscreen. These creatures want to propagate, and they
want to make children. But they can only do that after they have accumulated
enough energy through killing other creatures.

Due to the pandemic, we changed the plan to propose a simpler piece, Homo
Insectus. This piece is working with a camera and is composed of thousands of
little ants that are walking onto a screen. The camera is capturing the people in
front of the computer draws a silhouette of the interacting person. This silhouette
is composed of the traces that the ants are following. The movements of the
ants are very natural, and the ants look very real. For us, the ants were quite an
interesting motif for this installation because in a group they are very intelligent,
they display swarm intelligence. The single individual of one ant is maybe not that
smart, but in a group, they have a lot of power.

The more you look at nature, the more we see ourselves also reflected in that
nature. Observing insects is basically observing ourselves, we see that even tiny
beings can have the power to change everything.
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Sommerer, born in 1964 in Austria, and Mignonneau, born
in 1967 in France. Both live and work in Austria. They are
internationally renowned media artists, researchers and
pioneers of interactive art. In 2004 they set up the Interface
Cultures Department at the University of Art and Industrial
Design in Linz, where they both serve as professors. Their
over 40 interactive artworks have been exhibited in around
350 international exhibitions.
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